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ROSS VALLEY PLAYERS PRESENTS 
“THE DIVINE SARAH” A NEW MUSICAL 
BY JUNE RICHARDS AND ELAINE LANG 

 
FOR A FOUR-WEEK RUN 

MARCH 15-APRIL 7 
 
ROSS, CA (February 25, 2024) – Ross Valley Players is delighted to present “The Divine Sarah" by June 
Richards and Elaine Lange, directed by the talented Bay Area director Jay Manley. This new musical 
opens Friday, March 15, 2024, at 7:30 p.m. at the historic Barn Theatre located on the scenic grounds of 
the Marin Art and Garden Center in Ross. 
 
“The Divine Sarah” explores the life of a legendary icon of the stage - Sarah Bernhardt. It beautifully 
captures the essence of Bernhardt’s extraordinary career. Immerse yourself in the opulence of the Belle 
Époque era and witness the rise of a true trailblazer. Feel the electricity in the air as she fearlessly 
challenges societal norms, defying expectations as both an actor and a woman. From humble beginnings 
to international stardom, this spellbinding musical takes you on an emotional rollercoaster, touching your 
heart, and transports you to the world of grand theatres where Bernhardt reigned supreme. 
 
“The Divine Sarah” was selected from over 40 entries in RVP’s New Works festival and makes its premier 
at the Barn Theatre this season. 
 
Co-producers Michael R. Cohen and Gina Pandiani share their delight for this production, saying, "We’re 
thrilled to bring the extraordinary life and legacy of Sarah Bernhardt to the stage in ‘The Divine Sarah’. 
With her unparalleled talent and unbridled spirit, Sarah captivated audiences around the world and 
became a theatrical legend. Through this new musical, we hope to honor her artistic brilliance and inspire 
modern audiences with her story of passion, determination, and resilience.” 
 
The cast includes Merrill Grant as Sarah Bernhardt, Lucas Chandler as Jean Mounet-Sully, Robin 
Schild as Emile Perrin/Victor Hugo/Mark Twain, Anna Joham as Julie “Youle” Bernard/Sophie Croizette, 
Julia Ludwig as Mme. Guérard/Nurse/Dance Teacher/Lady Sylvia/Flower Girl, Alexandra Fry as Young 
Sarah/Régine, Amy Dietz as Mother Superior/Speech Teacher/Mme. Nathalie, Keith Jefferds as Duc de 
Morny/Charles de Chilly/Oscar Wilde, Brad Parks as Prince Henri de Ligne/Voice Teacher/Wounded 
Soldier/Czar Alexander III, and Ron Talbot as Edouard Thierry/General de Ligne/Compt de 
Keratry/Edward Jarrett. 
 
The creative team includes Jon Gallo (Music Director), Lucas Chandler (Choreographer), Ron Krempetz 
(Scenic Design), Michael Berg (Costume Design), Michelle Samuels and Frank Sarubbi (Lighting Design), 
Dhyanis Carniglia (Property Design), Michael Walraven (Master Builder), Bessie Zolno (Intimacy Coach), 
Diana Lee (Cellist), Jannely Calmell (Stage Manager), and David B. Smith (Assistant Stage Manager). 
 
The preview performance is scheduled for Thursday, March 14, 2024, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets for the preview 
performance are priced at $20, providing an affordable opportunity for theater enthusiasts to get a first 
look at this exceptional production. 
 
Regular ticket prices for performances after the opening night are $35 for individuals over 18 and $20 for 
those aged 18 and under. Tickets for all performances can be conveniently purchased online at 
www.rossvalleyplayers.com. 
 



 
Later this season, RVP will present “The Book Club Play” by Karen Zacarías. For more information, 
please visit www.rossvalleyplayers.com or contact the box office at boxoffice@rossvalley players.com or 
(415) 456-9555. 
 
The Divine Sarah by June Richards and Elaine Lang 
Directed by Jay Manley 
March 15 – April 7, 2024 
Press Weekend – March 15-17, 2024 
 
Introducing The Divine Sarah, an inspiring new musical that brings to life a legendary icon of the stage, 
Sarah Bernhardt. 
 
The Divine Sarah was selected from over 40 entries in RVP’s New Works festival and makes its premier 
at the Barn Theatre this season. 
 
Preview: Thursday, March 14, 2024, at 7:30 p.m. 
Opening Night: Friday, March 15, 2024, at 7:30 p.m. 
Showtimes: Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. Sundays at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Press tickets: two press tickets are issued for Friday, March 15, 2024, which may be exchanged for 
March 16 or 17. Email boxoffice@rossvalleyplayers.com to exchange tickets. 
 
The Book Club Play by Karen Zacarías 
Directed by Mary Ann Rodgers 
May 10 – June 9, 2024 
Press Weekend – May 10-12, 2024 
 
Dive into the world of books, friendships, and comical chaos as The Book Club Play by Karen Zacarías 
takes center stage at the Barn Theatre. Ana is a Type A personality who lives in a letter-perfect world with 
an adoring husband, the perfect job, and her greatest passion: the book club. But when her cherished 
group becomes the focus of a documentary film, things take a turn for the hilarious. 
 
The Book Club Play premiered at the Round House Theatre in Bethesda, Maryland in 2009. 
 
Preview: Thursday, May 9, 2024, at 7:30 p.m. 
Opening Night: Friday, May 10, 2024, at 7:30 p.m. 
Showtimes: Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. Sundays at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Press tickets: two press tickets are issued for Friday, May 10, 2024, which may be exchanged for May 11 
or 12. Email boxoffice@rossvalleyplayers.com to exchange tickets. 
 
BARN THEATRE 
All performances occur at the Barn Theatre on the campus of the Marin Art and Garden Center, 30 Sir 
Francis Drake Blvd., in Ross. Parking is found in the Center’s main parking lot. 
 
ROSS VALLEY PLAYERS 
Founded in 1930, Ross Valley Players is one of the longest running community theaters around. RVP is 
proud of our many awards and nominations. Among others, our productions have been nominated by 
Dean Goodman, the Bay Area Theater Critics Circle (BATCC), and Theatre Bay Area (TBA) Awards. RVP 
is also proud to be the resident theater company at the Marin Art and Garden Center. Visit our website at 
www.rossvalleyplayers.org for more information. 
 
TICKET INFORMATION 
Season subscriptions are available at www.rossvalleyplayers.com. Single tickets are $35, $30 for The 
Divine Sarah, and $20 for previews and ages 18 and under. RVP members receive a $4 discount. Group 
rates available for groups of 8 or more.  Additional booking fees apply. Masks are recommended by not 
required. Contact the box office at boxoffice@rossvalleyplayers.com for more information.  


